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The Wonderful Works of Go, an Obli. 


gation to continual Gratitude : | 
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SERMON 


Little St. HEL ENV, 


| 


10 THE 


SocltTY which ſupport the Lox 's 
Day MoxninG LECTURE there: 


Upon the ; 


Firſt of Auguſt, 1727. 


Being the Happy Day of the Acckssiox 
of the illuſtrious Houſe of BRUNSwWICE 
to the Throne of GREAT BRITAIN. 


4. 
— 
. 0 = 
2 S ICE a6 er 9 N * 8 2 
f : 5 3 * = ©. * G — 8 — a 2. a — >= 8 . 0 22 
— 9 ws — * 8 5 <= 2 * — 8 8 - » _ 2 — "= oF : 2 * * * m = 4 2 © I N "— & 
. ay = y . b — 1 5 wages 1 . 8 : f CY © 4 v £5 * 2. . 2 7 d 
e . — * * — A Oy * 4821 - ES - Sos => — — FI P : <4 4 * * _ Fg 7 * © - * A . — — 1 
** 3 NE Pn , g = — <> „ : X * — 2 7 — l a 1 
Ws <4 PA * — — x 1 ns... * 2 Wes; . . * * f 77 8 9 - 3 20" e. * 1 * * ©. > 6 
* - 1 I 1 , 2 Kg * A... Iz 54 — — 2 
1 * . * Me - 22 * 4 2 8 =p 8 * — ann MG, — 5 * - — 
act &. SEE I 227 38 -F* * 12 2 - % Xx - # 2 _ — * 1 7 = 
= ye” * "0 . ” $ — — "2 — 5 2 OO 
w - -- ? A = > — . - ae 


. P * £ 
—_— rt — 
4 x — - 
* — + > 


994 
5 7 
[5 1 
bg” 
+ 
of 

* 


= 
— * 
8 


n 


Eo obe 


: nf —— 4 z * 5 A A * 
I 3 . 
3 SSS 

po 


2 Fa 
© I; - 


Pabliſh'd at the Requeſt of the Socikxx. 
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0þ that Men would praiſe the Lord. 


for bis Goodneſs, and for his wonder- 
ful Works to the Children of Men ! 


HERE is nothing certainly can 


de a more becoming, or a more 


ſy 
the innumerable Inſtances of his 
Goodneſs ; and yer alas! there is nothing 
that is leſs thought on in the World. For 
mo we daily live upon the Bounty of his 
Providence, and are indebted ro his Grace 
or every Benefit that we enjoy; tho' he 
bas many times employ'd his Power to 
ave us from Deſtruction, and by ſurpriz- 
ing Wiſdom has defeated the vile Deligns 

our Enemies had form'd againſt us; a= 
how do we repay him with nothing but 
Ingratitude, and live (as it were) in a con- 


tinual Forgetfulneſs of his Gifts and Graces? 


One would be ready from our Practice to 
conclude, that it was a Law eſtabliſh'd 
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49 
among us, that . ſhould be rhe Me- 
ther of Forgetfulneſs : For if at any time Gop 
loads us with his Benefits; if the Succeſs of 
our Buſineſs, our Labour, or our Stud 
prove favourable to us; if Health, if Peace, 
and Liberty are continu'd to us; tis then 
we commonly think the leaſt of acknow- 
ledging him who 1s the Author of all 
Good : In ſhort, the greater and the more 


numerous the Blefltngs are that we receive 


from God, ſtill the more negligent we are 
to pay him that Tribute of Praiſe that is 
due unto his Name. ind 

.-Wexe we at all to enquire. into the 


Conduct of the World about us, how man 
Perſons ſhou'd we find, who daily fit down 
to their Tables to eat, and lay themſelves 


down on their Beds to ſleep, without ever 
conlidering any more than irrational Beaſts, 


that tis GoD who affords them that Su- 


{tenance and Repoſe which they daily en- 
joy? Yea, how many ſhould we find, who 
do not only let ſuch common Mercics pals 
without any Senſe of Gratitude; but who 
are even unaffected with the more remar- 
kable Inſtances of the Care and Goodnels 
of a gracious Gop ? or, if they ſhew a 
preſent Senſe of them in ſome Returns ol 
Praiſe, yet how ſoon is their Gratitude over, 
and what a little Time wears out the venlc 
they had of the wonderful Works of the 
Lokd ? If they have their Lives and Laber- 
ties ſurprizingly preſerv'd, and when their 
Fears were greateſt, are ſuddenly reſcued 


from an imminent Danger, how ſoon do 


they forget the Favour, and paſs it over a8 
a Dream? And tho' perhaps, * 
| ar 


dark Cloud hung over them, and they 
could ſee no Way to eſcape the threatning 
Danger, they thought it 'Gop ſhould in- 
ter poſe for their Deliverance, they ſhould 
always retain a grateful Senſe of his won- 
derful Goodneſs; yet after they have been 
fav'd from che Evils they fear'd, no ſooner 
hardly have they, ſang bis Praiſes, bur (like the 
Iſraelites of old) they have forgat bis Works. * 


W᷑xE eaſily may find abundant Proofs of 


this, if we conſider what has paſt amon 

ourſelves, and think upon the wonderfu 
Works that Gop has ſhewn us. To look 
no farther back than the Happy RevoLvu- 
TION, which Gop was pleasd to effect by 
that glorious Inſtrument of his Providence, 


the Great and Memorable King WILLIAM: 


How was the Nation over-run with Fears 
before it, while every Thing that's dear and 


valuable, both as to Civil and Religious Li- 


berties, was ready to be made a Sacrifice, 
and no Man's Life was ſafe, under the ar- 


bitrary Power of a Popiſh Bigot? In this 


Extremity did Go D appear, and raiſed up 
a Deliverer, who ſaved a ſinking Nation, 
and was with general Thankfulnels acknow- 
ledged to be the Saviour of his People. And 
yet no ſooner hardly were their Fears re- 


mov'd, but they remember'd not the LORD 


their GoD, who bad delivered them out of 


| the Hands of all their Enemies on every Side, 


nor ſhewed they Kindneſs to the Prince that 
fav'd them f. And if we paſs from that to 
the Deliverance of the preſent Day, b 

which we again were ſav'd from the moſt 


* Pal. cvi. 12, 13. 
t Judges viii. 34, 35- 


threatning 
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| | GO. | 
threatning Danger, and reſcu'd from the 
very Brink of 


* 


ſuch is the Ingratitude or Inadvertency 
of ſome among us, that they ſeem not 
only to have forgotten the Deliverer, but 


the Deliverance itſelf: One would imagine, 


they beliey'd their former Fears were all 
imaginary, or ill- grounded, they ſhew fo 
little Gratitude for the Removal of them. 
Bur I am perſuaded better Things of 
you, my Brethren; and cannot but com- 
mend your Zeal, and Gratitude in going 
on to obſerye a Day, that always ſhould be 
Memorable to us, if we have any Senſe of 
our own Mercies, or any Value for the 
Enjoyment of our Religion or our Liber- 
ties. The x the Day which the LORD hath 
made, we will rejoyce and be glad therein *.; This 


is the Day on which the Lox D appear'd 


to ſcatter all our Fears, and to ſecure our 
Civil and Religious Liberties, by bringing 
to the Throne the Illuſtrious Family ot 
BrxUNSWICK, in which we are furniſh'd 
with a Race of Princes, of whoſe Ability 
and Care to make us a Flouriſhing and 
Happy People, we have already had a glo- 
rious be and ſtill have Reaſon to re- 
joyce in the continu'd proſpect of our Peace 
and Happineſs under a Prince who is walk- 


ing in his Royal Father's Steps, purſuing the 


ſame juſt and honourable Meaſures, and re- 
ſolv'd to employ his Care and Attention for 


the ſecuring of our Peace and Liberty, and 


ſupporting of the Proteſtant Intereſt. We 
cannot but acknowledge, bis is the Lox D- 


* Pal. cxviii. 24. 


$1 uin; tho” tis ſo ſhort a 
Time ſince the Deliverance happen'd, * 


Doing, 


not only as a genera 
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Doing, and it muſt be marvellou in bur Eyes. 
0⁵ Te Men would praiſe the Lo R D for his 
Goodneſs, and for bis wonderful Works to the 
Children of Men. OE Wr , h 
TAE Words of my Text may be conſider'd, 

Invitation to praiſe the 
Los p for his Goodneſs ; but as an Intima- 
tion alſo of our Backwardneſs to this Duty, 
and of our Proneneſs to an ungrateful Tem- 
per; for they are ſeveral times repeated b 
the Pſalmij# within the Compals of a few 
Verſes. And if we underſtand them thus, 
they lead us to conſider, ꝙF 7 
1, How exceeding prone we arc to an 
Dngrateful Temper. e We. 


Il. Tag Goodneſs of G0 D, and his 


wonderful Works to the Children of 


Men. And 


III. TRR Obligation we are under to 


praiſe Him: Oh, that Men would 6. 
the LORD for his Goodneſs, and f is 


wonderful Works to the Children of An, 


| I. W have an Intimation in the Words, 
(as they are ſeveral Times repeated, ) of 


our exceeding Proneneſs to an Ungrateful 


Temper. Ingratitude is of all Vices the 
moſt odious, and yet the moſt common; 
ay, one hates the Name, yet almoſt all 
the World practiſe it in Reality, 'Tis count- 
ed the moſt ſhameful Blemiſh that can be 
caſt on a Man's Reputation, to make him 


paſs for Ungrateful ; for, call a Man ungrate- 
ful, and you can call bim no worſe: And yer, 


if 
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if we know any thing of the Nature of In- 
gratitude, *tis, eaſy to perceive that we are 
often acted by an Ungrateful Temper. . 
Fox as the Acts of Gratitude may be 
conſider'd in ſeveral Degrees, ſo likewiſe 
may thoſe of Ingratitude, To bear upon 
our. Minds a grateful Senſe of the Benefits 
we have received; to praiſe our Benefactor, 
and openly to declare his Goodneſs, when- 
ever we have an Opportunity; to love and 
eſteem Him; to render Him ſome ſuitable 
Return, when it lies in our Power ; and to 
make a good Uſe of the Benefits we have re- 
ceiv'd, to the Glory and Honour of our Be- 
nefactor; are Acts to which Gratitude di- 
rects us. But on the contrary, the ſeveral 

Acts of Ingratitude, are 
(..) Nor to make any reciprocal Re- 
turn to our Benefactor for the Benefit we 

have received, when it lies in our Power. 
(2.) Nor to render ſo much as Thanks 
and Praiſe, when we can do no more, 
but to conceal the Benefit, and bury it in 

Silence. F 

(3.) To blot it out of our Minds, and en- 
tirely to forget it. And, 
(4.) Laſtly, To abuſe the Goodneſs that 

is ſhewn us, ſo as to offend our Benefactor. 
So that if we conſider our Ingratitude 
with reference to Go p, it may be ſaid to 
conſiſt, either in Omiſſion, when we pay 
Him no Mark of Acknowledgment for the 
Goodneſs He ſhews us; or in Commiſſion, 
when we do ſome Acton contrary to the 
Nature of Gratitude. And thus then, he 
that renders not any Act of Love to GoD 
when he receives a Fayour at his rn 
e Kan 3 


(9 ] 


* falls into the Firf Degree of Ingratitude: 
e He that conſiders not the Benefits beſtow'd 
| upon him, that does not feek to publiſhithem 
© with Thanklgiving, nor to make any ſuita- 
e ble Returns of Praiſe to the Lo R D, is guil- 
n WM ty of the Second: He that deſtroys the Re- 
ts membrance of his Benefits by a criminal For- 
r, getfulneſs, commits the Third: And, Laſtly, 
n- he that offends the Lo b his Benefactor, 
1d abuſing his Goodneſs, and rurning his Grace 
le into Wanconnels, deſcends into the loweſt 
to Abyſs of Ingratitude. Hence therefore we 


may plainly ſee, what an infinite Multitude 
of Unthankful Souls there are in the World, 
and that the Number of Souls truly grateful 
is linuted to a very few Chriſtians. 3 
Taz innumerable Benefits we enjoy ſhould 
always excite us to a grateful Remembrance 
of that Go p from whom all our Bleſſings 
flow. It is to Go p we owe our Being, and 
all the Comforts we enjoy ; 'tis He who ex- 
erciſes an unwearied Patience towards us, 
and has not caſt us into Hell notwithſtand- 


Lite, and daily loads us with his Benefits; 
tis He who waits to be gracious unto us, and 
by his Goodnels leads us to Repentance ; 
tis He who has ſent his Goſpel among us, 
and freely offers Mercy to us, Mercy pro- 


is any Grace that can equal it? To number 


lels; for ſhould we count them, they. are more in 
number than the Sand, * And yer after all, 


* Pſal. cxxxix. 18. 


ing our Sins; tis He who holds our Souls in 


cured by the Blood ot his Son: Where can 
you find Goodnels parallel to this, or where 


all the Bleflings Go D has given you, and to 
tell the Thoughts of his Luve wouid be end- 


where 


l | 
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where is your Thankfulneſs to a Go p {6 
Good and ILaberal? Alas! there is nothing 
to be met with but Ingratitude, and we may 
every where obſerve a dreadful Abuſe of 
the Graces and Benefits of Heaven. What 
ought we not to do to acknowledge the ex- 
ceeding Goodneſs that G o Þ has manifeſted 
to us, and yet how little do we regard or 
eſteem it? How amazing is it, that when 
GoÞD is ſo ready and attentive in every Re- 


ſpect to load us with his Benefits, we ſhould 


be ſo careleſs and negligent to teſtify our 
Gratitude to Him? Oh, what an infinite 
Diſproportion is there between that which 
we render to Go p, and that which we re- 
ceive from Him ; between the Excellence of 
his Gifts, and the Meannefs of our Ser- 
viees 2) ? 1pto467; Ur ie 

I x we at all conſider our Ingratitude, we 


muſt diſcover in it, either an extream For- 


adv wen of choſe Truths, which ought moſt 
enlibly to affect us, or elſe ſuch an extrava- 
gant Haughtineſs, as1s alrogether ſurprizing. 
We are ungrateful to Go b for that infinite 
Multitude of Graces with which He has 
honour'd us: And do we then believe his 
Greatneſs, his Sovereignty, his entire Inde- 
pendance ? Can He be any ways indebted 


to us for his Happineſs? Was it for his In- 


tereſt to make us? Can we plead any Righe 
to his Favours? And yet, we regard noc 
that Liberal Hand that beſtows all our Bleſ- 


ſings upon us; nay, we are ſo ungrateful, 


as Often to employ them, for Ends dired!y 
oppoſite to the Glory of our Great Benc- 
factor. How exceeding vile and odious 
mult ſuch a Temper appear, if we 6 

| r 


in]. 

all attend to che following Conſiderations ? | 
7b 5117 

1. INGNATITV DE isa wretched Abuſe 
of the Goodneſs of Gov. I Lo R is g 
% all, aul bit tender Mercies are over all bis 
Works : He is every Moment obliging us 
wich repeated Inſtances of his Favour ; Dar 
unto Day uttoreth Speech, and Night "unto Night 
ſheweth Knowledge of his great Mercy to us; He 
giveth as all Things richly to enjoy, and is never 

eary of following us with his Lovingkind- 
_ neſs. We are oblig'd to own we have receiv'd 

innumerable Bleſſings from the Go D that 
made us; and yet fo baſe is our Ingratitude, 
that we are wont to prefer the moſt inconſi- 
derable Profit, the moſt trifling Buſineſs, or 
the moſt deſpicable Creature before Him. 
But what appears the moſt monſtrous and 
abominable in this Vice is, that we make uſe 
of thoſe very Bleſſings that Go p beſtows up- 


. 
. 
. 
* 
55 
i 
= 
o 
@ 
$1 
* 
1 
* 
i 
a 4. 
| * 
* 
f 
15 
e 
0 
q Fly 
. 
1HiF-? 
5 
- 
tf f 
iP” 2 
P 
K 
1199 
19 
; f 
% 7 
;F 
1.46 
*Y 
1+ 
LOW 
x 
hs 
A * 7 
k AHN 
*% 
a : 
” 
* 
* 
1 
\ 
; 
js 
* 
LA 
* * 
** 
* 


* 1 600 _—— _—_——— —_— Nt 
26 "i N ys" 2 b * 


TP age 

Lan wo 4 + 

” . Wn 
A : _ 


on us, to offend and provoke Him. If we "ay 
conſider inward Bleſſings, we ſhall find, that if 
they are commonly made uſe of as Arms wha 
wherewith to attack our Divine Benefactor ; th | 
we make uſe of our Reaſon to revolt from the #3 
Law of Go p, and cavil at the Holy Myſte- 9 
ries contain'd in his Word; we make uſe of x 
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our Learning and Wiſdom to affront the Di- 
vine Majeſty of Heaven, to ſet aſide the Re- 
velation He has given us, or to advance ſome 
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blaſphemous Notion under the ſpecious Shew 1 

of Wit and Humour; we make ule of our Li- I. 
berty, a Bleſſing we are ſo fond of, to pre- 1 
fer the Creature before the Creator; we Wo 
make uſe of our Heart to love any Thing elſe | Wy 
but that, which alone is worthy cf our Affec- 4 
97 r M2 0 Ol; v9 
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L121 
tions; we make uſe of our Aemoriet to fill 
them with all ſorts of Objects, except that 
alone which ought, to poſſeſs them entire- 
ly. And again, If we conſider outward 
Bleſſings, we may. obſerve them to be (as it 
were) ſo many clone of Sin to Mankind, 


as if they were reſoly'd to be reveng'd on 
Him from whom they have receiv'd them: 


If Go p has favour'd you with Riches, you 
make them an Occaſion of Idleneſs and Efte- 
minacy, and laviſh 'em away in Luxury and 
Extravagance; if Go p has bleſs d you with 
Healih, you abuſe it by running into vicious 
Exceſſes, and plunging yourſelves in Riot 
and Debauchery ; if Go p has wrought De- 
liverance for you from your Fears and Dan- 
gers, and plac'd you in a fate and proſperous 
Yate, you in a little Time are ready to for- 
get Him, and often go ſo far, as by your Ac- 
tions to declare againſt Him. And is it thus, 
Ungrateful that you are, that you abuſe the 
Loving-kindneſs of the Lok D, and make 
Go p (as it were) to fight againit Gop, by 
making uſe of his Mercy and Goodneſs, to 
incenſe his Juſtice, and to provoke his Ven- 
geance? The Benefits we receive are ſo ma- 
ny Evidences of the Goodneſs of Go p, that 
juſtly deſerve and call for our Gratitude ; but, 


alas! muſt it needs be, that by reaſon of our 


extreme Wickedneſs, they ſhould become an 
Occaſion of drawing down upon us a far 
more grievous and heavy Weight of the juſt 
Indignation of G 0D, becaule of our abuling 
them? mult it needs be, that the Advantage 
we have of being - Chriſtians, ſhould only 
lerve to render us more unhappy, by ren- 
dring us more guilty? and after Go Dd 0s 
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ſo remarkably diſtinguiſh'd us by his Mercy, 


in the Deliverances He has wrought out 
for us, ſhall we at length be more dreadfull 


abandon'd for our aggravated Sins? Oh, 
Bleſſings, infinitely pernicious by our injuri- 
ous Contempt and Abuſe of them; by which. 


we do but more provoke the Lo x D agauilt 
us, and fo expoſe ourſelves to a ſeverer Pu- 
niſnment. | 

2. INGRATITUDE is a Vice that is inſup- 
portable in its Nature, and has no Shew of 


Argument whereby to excuſe itſelf. Such 
is the odious Nature of it; that it cauſes 


Men, not only to render Evil to thoſe who 
they think have done them ſome Evil ; this 
is not properly Ingratitude, but a Spirit of 
Revenge, that carries with it ſome Appear- 
ance of Juſtice ; but Ingratitude cauſes Men 
to render Evil, even to thoſe who never did 
them the leaſt Wrong: Nay it goes farther, 
and does worſe than this, ſince 1t renders 
Evil to him, from whom it never receiv'd 
any thing but Good: And to add the finiſh- 
ing Stroke to its Malice, and arrive at the 
higheſt Pitch of Wickedneſs, it exerts the 
utmoſt of its Power, in committing Out- 
rages without End, againſt him who is con- 
ſtantly doing it Good. Such was the In- 
gratitude of the Jews towards the Son of 
Cop; theſe three Degrees of Malice are 


never done them any Evil; he had often 
done them Good; and came to ſeek their 
everlaſting Happineſs : But on the contrary, 
they never had it in their Power to do him 
any Miſchief, but what they readily put it 
in Execution, He had given them the Pre- 
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ference above all other Nations; he was 
pleas'd” to be born in their Land, and with 
them did he remain all the Time of his Life: 
he enlighten'd them with the firſt Beams of 
his Goſpel, he inſtructed them by his Dif. 
courſes, and taught them by his Example, 
he wrought a Multitude of Miracles before 
them; and earneſtly intreated them to come 
to him for Life and Happineſs. And yet we 
need but open the Hiſtory of his Life, to 
ſee there the moſt evident Marks of the In- 
gratitude of this perfidious People: Conſider 
their Blaſphemies and Reproaches, and ſee 
the Plots they every Day contriv'd againſt 
him; here or are driving Him from their 
Towns, and there they he in wait for his 
Life; ſometimes they are reſolv'd to {tone 
him, and ſometimes to throw him from the 
Top of a Mountain; and at laſt, they cake 
away his Life, by the moſt infamous and 
cruel of all Puniſhments, Theſe were then 
their Returns to Gop, for his Mercy, and 
now they feel the Weight of his Vengeance: 
Every one knows the remarkable Punilh- 
ment that Gop has laid on this perfidious 
and ungrateful People, the torſaking and 
viſible Reprobation of a Nation once ſo be- 
loved of the LORD. And if we at all con- 
ſider our own Hearts, do we not find by 
perſonal Experience, that there is nothing, 
that can more grieve and trouble us, nothing 
that is more capable of moving our Patlions, 
than the Ingratitude of a Perſon, who las 
been dear to us, and whom we have parti 
cularly oblig'd? And are not People often 
ſaying, © It it had been any Body elſe, | 
* could eaſily have born it; but to be abort 

an 


13 


as and wrong'd by one who owes all that 
| « he has to me, and whom I have always 
e; « been a Father to, this is beyond all Pa- 


1 « tience. The moſt patient of Men, even 
1 our Blefled Sa vroux, tho' he open'd not his 
5 Mouth to complain, neither of the Injuſtice 


of his Judges, nor of the Iniquity of the 


me - . 5 
Prieſts, nor of the Perjury of his Witneſſes 
= nor of the Cruelty of his Puniſhatent, could 


dot contain himſelf without a Complaint 
in when his own Diſciple betray'd — but 


8 | ſays unto him, las, betrayeſt thou the Son o 
ſt Man with a Kiſs ? And in like manner David, 
r when he had been reproach'd and betray'd 
Why by one that he had counted as a Friend, 
one (perhaps by Achitophel, at the Time of Abſa- 
he bm's Rebellion,) thus paſſionately expreſſes 
_ himſelf, It as not mine Enemy that reproach84 
. ne; then I could have born it ; neither was it he 
then that hated me, that did magnify himſelf againſt me, 
I" then I would have hid myſelf from him ; but it was 
nce; thou, a Man, mine Equal, my Guide, and my Ac- 
niſh- aintance f: And then he immediately breaks 
Bode orth into this dreadful Imprecation ; Let 
and Death ſeize upon them, and let them go down quick 
o be- mo Hell, for Wickedneſs « in their Dwellings and 
ecu among them. Such is the ſhocking Nature of 
d by Ingratitude, and thus it muſt appear to every 
hing, generous Mind. And what can ever be al- 
chicg WY kdged to excuſe it? it is ſo far from havi 
lions, MI © thing of a Plea to offer, that the more 
0 las e <ndeavour to juſtity it, the more inſup- 
part! portable it becomes; and nothing better can 
often be done, than to take Shame to ourſelves, 
lle, 1 and to confeſs our Vileneſs. It is enough to 
abus d FI break 
c and * Luke xxii. 49. 


F. Pſal. lv. 1, 13. 
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break the cloſeſt Friendſhip among Men, 
- when firſt this Vice T and nothing but 
the infinite Love of Go p can ever be con- 

tinu'd after Ungratefulneſs. But again, 
3. INGRATITUDE is a Vice unworthy a 
. Reaſonable Creature, and even beneath the 
Nature of a Brute. The more the Perſon 
who favours us with his Benefits is exalted a- 
bove us, the more ſhould the Sentiments we 
have of his Goodneſs be tender, hvely, and 
reſpectful. But tis no leſs than an Al- 
mighty GOD who. enriches us with his 
Graces, and yet we ſcarcely can vouchſafe, 
either to think of the Favours themſelves, or 
of Him who beſtows them. And what then, 
_ 1s it poſſi ble, that this which is the firſt and 
cleareſt Article of our Religion, ſhould be ef- 
faced to ſuch a Degree in. our Minds? If to 
be ungrateful to Go p, we muſt in a manner 
even forget that there is a Gop, our Ingra- 
titude is certainly monſtrous and amazing. 
Whatever Good the Lox D beſtows upon us, 
we may ſay, without the leaſt exceeding the 
Truth, that it is very great, both with reſpect 
to the Author who gives it, and to him who 
receives it: But now, He is pleas'd to favour 
us with an infinite Variety of Bleflings, 
which are all in Reality very conſiderable, 
ſince they are of an infinite Price, and flow 
from the Merits of CHRIST as their Foun- 
tain; nor can we mean and worthleſs Crea- 
tures, who are leſs than the leaſt of all his 
| Mercies, who are leſs than Nothing and Va- 
nity, without the baſeſt Ingraticude fo flat- 
ter our miſerable ſelves, as to pretend we 
have any Way deſerv'd them: And yet 10 
extravagant is our Pride, as to be willing to 
forget 


8 . 
\ *. 
: I | 
, 4 4 . 
| ay : 


forget our own Unworthineſs; to rob God of 


his Honour, and deprive him of the Excellence 


of his Goodneſs. Ungrateful Creatures that we 


are! even the very Brutes may ſhame us, which 


acknowledge and obey their Lord and Benefac- 
tor: The- Ox. knoweth bis Owner ; and the Aſs bis 
Maſter's Crib ;, but Iſrael doth not know, my People 


doth not conſider.* Yea, The: Stork in the Heavens 


knowerh ber appointed Times, and the Turtle, and the 


Crane,” and the Swallow obſerve the Time of their | 


Coming 3 but my People know not the Judgment of the 
Lox b. The very Birds, by litting up their Eyes 


to Heaven, ſeem to acknowledge Gop, and 


praiſe him for his Goodneſs; but Man, endow'd 


with far more noble Powers, and bleſs'd with 
infinitely more Adyantages, will hardly go ſo 
far as to open his Mouth, to bleſs him for his 
Graces: But why do I ſay, his Mouth? it ſhould 


be all chat is within #5, that ought to be employ'd 


in rendering Thanks to God z according to the 
Expreſſion of the Holy Pſalmiſt, Bleſs the Lox 
Om Soul, and all that is within me bleſs bis holy Name. 


Theſe are the Words that David utters, in the 


holy Tranſports of his Joy; a Joy, which only 


had Regard to Gop, and led him to a ſincere 
Acknowledgment ot the vaſt Multitude of Fa- 
vours he had receiv'd : And knowing that his 
Tongue and all his Body were not ſufficient to 
declare (as it ſhould be) his juſt Acknuwledg- 
ment, he addrefles himſelf to his Soul, and calls 


upon it to bleſs the L,ogD for his Goodneſs, 
and return him Thanks tor his Mercy: Bleſs the 


Lob, O my. Soul, and forget not all his Benefits : 
And to excite it to a greater Fervency, he enu- 
merates {ume ot the great Things that Go p had 
done for him: Tis ne, ho forgivetb all thine lui- 


quities, and healeth all thy Diſeaſes; tis he, h re- 
C deems 


* Ifai.3. + Jer. vil. 74 || Pal. ci. 1 
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deems thy Life from Deſtruttion, and croumet h thee with 


| e Mat wi tender Mercies'; tis he ho ſa- 


tisfies thy Mouth with good Things, ſo that thy Youth i; 
renew'd like the Eagle r. And are not theſe Bene- 
fits great and important enough, to deſerve the 
moſt thankful Praifes to him who is the Author 
of them? Bleſ5 then be Lok D, O my Soul, and all 
that is within me bleſs his boly Name. But farther, 
4 ING6RATITUDE may juſtly be look'd upon 
as the unhappy Cauſe of all the Evils and Cala- 
mities that betal us, and makes us utterly un- 
worthy of any farther Mercy from our Gop, As 
Gop is eſſentially Love, an ungrateful Heart 
muſt certainly appear infinitely criminal in his 
Eyes; and there is nothing can be more odious 
to Him, than to be inſenſible of his Favour to us. 
How monſtrous and amazing was the Inſenſibi- 
lity of the Iſraelites ? of whom the Pſalmiſt ſays, 
Our Fathers underſtood not thy Wonders in Egypt, they 
remember'd not the Multitude of thy Mercies ; they ſoon 
forgat thy Works, they waited not for thy Counſel ; but 
laſted _—_ in the Wilderneſs, and tempted God 
in the Deſart. When Moſes had remain'd with Gop 
for ſome time in the Mountain, and delay'd to 


come down, this-rebellious People gather them- 


ſelves together to Aaron, and cry, Make us Gods 
that may go before ms, that we may offer up Sacri- 
fices to them. Ungrateful and perfidious Na- 
ce tion; haſt thou fo ſoon forgot what the Gor 
ce of thy Fathers has done for thee ? Doſt thou 
<« no longer remember the Bondage of Egypt, 
ce from which he brought thee out? the Perſecu- 
«© tion of Pharaoh, from which he deliver'd thee? 
the Salvation he wrought for thee, by dividing 
© the Sea? the Manna, with which he nouriſh'd 
ce thee in the Wilderneſs? and the Water, which 
« he made to ſpring out of the Rock for thy 


4 


* 


* 
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ce Fake? After fo many Mercies and Deliveran - 
cc ces; canſt thou have the Aſſurante, to ask for 
« orber Gods, who may go btfore thee, and whom thou 
« mayſt wor hip? Where is then that Go p, wuo 
« has done ſuch wonderful Works in thy Be- 
« half? How inſenſible and ſtupid is thy Heart, 
« that thou already ſhouldft forget the Lox D 
« thy Saviour, who nouriſh'd and brought thee 
ce up; that thou in futh a ſhameful manner 
« ſhouldit rebell againſt him, and change thy Glo- 
« ry into the Similitude of an Ox that eaterh Graſs? 
From hence it was that Deluge of Iniquity aroſe, 
which overſpread their-Land ; and their Un- 
thankfulneſs co Gop for his Mercies, was the 

eat Cauſe of that Variety of Troubles and Af- 

ictions, which they afterward underwent. But 
why ſhould we be looking back fo far to this un- 
grateful People? We need bur caſt our Eyes up- 
on the Generality of Chrifians, and it is eaſy to 
be ſeen that their Ingratitude goes vaſtly farther. 
For it is plain, the Benefits that Go Dd beſtow'd 
upon the Mraelites, were nothing in Compariſon 
of thoſe which we now enjoy: The glad Tidings 
of the Goſpel were not deliver'd to them, the In- 
carnation ot our Bieiled Saviour was not known 
in their Days, and they ſaw but-as through a Glaſs 


darkly the glorious things contain'd in what the 


Spirit of GoD has now made known to us: We 
are therefore infinitely more oblig'd than they 
were, to be continually offering up Returns of 
Gratitude to the LoD: And yet; who of us 
thinks of acquitting himſelf of a Duty fo juſt 
and neceſſary ? Nothing can more provoke the 
Los p, than our abuſing of his Graces; and 


without doubt he will ſeyerely puniſh this ſtupid. 


Negligence and vile Ingratitude ſo common a- 
mong thoſe that bear the Name of Chriſtians, who 
have many of them, ſcarce any more dentiments 
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of Religion or any better Thoughts of Gop, 
than the moſt bar barous Inſidels and Heathens. 
It may be therefore held for certain, that one 
great Cauſe of the Diſorders that are round 
about us, and of the little Progreſs that we make 
in the Ways of Godlineſs, is the Ingratitude we 
are guilty of, which cannot but provoke the 
Lord to forſake and abandon us. For, as we 
ſee, it is the common Cuſtom of Men towards 
ungrateful People, to deſiſt from obliging them, 
and doing them any Good, when it is plain they 
make but an ill Uſe of it; Theſe are ungrate- 
ful, (ſay they) who are unworthy we ſhould 
* ſhew them any Kindneſs: So likewiſe an 
ungrateful Temper prevents the Lox p from 
following us with his Goodneſs, and if it does 
not provoke him to call back the Mercies which 
he formerly granted us, it renders them at leaſt 
unprofitable to our Souls, by exciting us to ab- 
uſe and ſpoil them. Whence comes it, but from 
our Ingratitude, that Gop ſeems not to be ſo 
liberal now a- days, as he was formerly? Whence 
comes it, that Religion does ſo ſenſibly decay, 

and that we have not now ſuch frequent An- 
iwers to our Prayers? Whence comes it, that 
we ſo ſeldom feel the lively Effects of Divine 
Grace on our Souls? Is the Arm of Gop ſhor- 
tend, or are his Treaſures exhauſted ? Is his 
Mercy chang'd or his Power diminiſh'd: No 
certainly, we ought not to ſuppoſe either the one 
or the other, of the Immutable and Almighty 
Majeſty of Heaven. But alas, the Cauſe of all 
this, is, the little Gratitude we ſhew for the Fa- 
vours we have receiv d; and our Ingratitude 
does really deſerve that Gon hereafter ſhould 
deny us every thing we ask: Nay perhaps, ts 
an Effect of his Mercy that Gop will not be- 
ftow upon che Ungrateful che Things ee 

; | br in | | | they 
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they deſire, leaſt after ſo many multiplied Bene · 
fits they draw upon themſelves a more ſevere 
Puniſhment, by their Neglect of Thankfulneſs 
for them. Now therefore fo exceeding vile is 
our Ingratitude, that we may well conclude, 
that notwithſtanding the ſeeming Difficulty 


_ which we naturally find, in making our Judg- 


ments ſubmit to what our Faith teaches us, con- 
cerning the Eternity of the Torments of Hell; 
et if we conſider the Conduct of the Generality 
ankind, and their Ingratitude, and Eaſineſs 
continually to offend that GoD, in whoſe Hand 
their Breath is, and whoſe are all their Ways ; * that 
Gop, who has done ſuch marvellous Things 
to ſhew his Favour to them ; we may well con- 
clude, that Hell itſelf with all its never ending 
Torments will never be enough ſufficiently to 
expiate the dreadful Stupidity and continual In- 
gratitude of Mankind, *©— 3} 
Bu T now, ſince ſuch is the abominable and 


odious Nature of the Ungrateful Temper We 


are prone to; how highly neceſſaryis it, that 
we ſhould be excited to Returns of Praiſe to Gop 
by the attentive Conſideration of his Goodneſs: 
0b, rhat Men would praiſethe LORD for b Goodne 


5 
and for his wonderfullWorks to the Children of Men. I 
go on therefore 


II. T o conſider the Goodneſs of G 0 D, and bu 


wonderful Works to the Children of Men, to which 
the Halmiſt here directs us in order to engage 


our Thankfulneſs. Tis certain, every Thing is 


wonderful in the Works of Go p. There is not 
the meanneſt Worm or Inſect, there is not the 
leaſt Event that happens in the World, but what 
1s mark'd by the Finger of Go p, and wonderful 
Footſteps of his Power and Wiſdom may be 
diſcern d in every one of them. But yet as great 
N Ra Things 
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lows from hence that Gop had à par ticular De- 


T7 
Things ſtrike us moſt, and may be molt effedu- 
al to excite our Gratitude, I ſhall not run out 
far into ſo large a Field, but ſhall confine myſelf 


to a few Particulars, in which the Goodneſs and 


Power of Gor are eminently to be teen, and 
we may find ſufficient Cauſe to excite our 
Gratitude, if we at all confider them. 

1. TRI Goodneſs and the Power of Gop are 
eminently to be ſeen in the Work of Creation, 
and in the plentiful Proviſion He has made for 


the ſupplying of our Wants. The Halmiſt often 


aks of this with an admiring Gratitude, giving 
Thanks to Him, who by bus Wiſdom made the Heaven ; 
to Im, who ſtretched out the Earth above the Waters ; 
to Him, who made the Sun to rule by Day, the Moon 
and Stars torule by Night, for b Mercy, endureth for 
ever,* How evidently do the Power and Goud- 


neſs of the Great Creator appear in the Works 


of his Hands? How vaſt and inconceivable mult 
be the Power of Him, who by a Word could in- 
ſtantly fill up the infinite Diſtance that there was 
between Nothing and Being; who j/pake, and it 
2was done ; who commanded, and iiſtood faſt £ f And 
how amazing muſt be his >trengely and Wiſdom, 
who uphoiderb all Things by the + ord of ha Power, | 


and who maintains che regular Order and Pro- 


Portion of the Univerie under the various 
Changes it is ſubject to? And it we view the vali 
Variety ot Creatures, whicn He has made lubler- 
vient to the Uſe of Man, to miniſter to his Ne- 
ceſſity, Convenience or Delight, what Reaſon 


have we to admire and adore his Goodnels ? e- 
ſpecially if we conſider that Go p has not made 


any Thing mereiy for the general, but his View 


is extended to every one in particular; ſo that 


whatever Thing we are made Partakers of, it fol- 


ſign 
: Pf. CxxxVi. 5 &c. f xxxiii. 9 . Heb; 1.3. 3 
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1 ſign to make it for our Uſe : And therefore eve- 
it one may ſay with Truth, that it was for him 

that Goo 1 the Sun and the Stars; that it was 
id for him He made the ſeveral Things that mini- 
1d ſter to the Neceſſities of Mankind; ſince Gop in 
ur all his Works had an expreſs and particular In- 

tention to make them for the Uſe of them that 
re ſhould afterwards enjoy them. And thus, in 
n, ſhort, it is from the immediate Hand of Gop 
or that we receive the numberleſs Bleflings that we 
en daily enjoy: It is the Log p that gives wour Corn, 
ing and Wine, and Oyl, and multiplies our Silver and Gold; 
tis He that covers our Tables with Plenty, and 
prevents us with the Bleſſings of his Goodneſs, 
and gives us our Meat in due Seaſon. Ought we 


for not then to acknowledge from whoſe Bounty all 
od- Wl theſe Bleflings come, and make Returns of Praiſe 
orks to the Great Giver of all . Things? But 
null 2. FROM the wonderful Work of Creation, 
] 1n- et us paſs on to the ſtill more wonderful Work 
was of Redemption, in which the Goodneſs and the 
ud it Power of God are no leſs evident and conſpicu- 
And BW ous, than in the other. For it is here that we may 
dom, ¶eminently ſee diſplayed that infinite Grace and 
ver, || Wi Goodneſs that ods not let the Sinner periſh ; 
Pro- ind that Almighty Power, that plucks him as a 
c10us brand out of the Burning, and faves him from 
eval. Hell and the Devil. How wonderful was the 
;bler- WWGoodnefſs of an offended Gop, that He ſhould 
s Ne- 


bear with Man, after the Fall, when He might 
ealon Whiftly have deftroy'd him, and graciouſly ſhould 
is? e- und a Ranfom to fave him from the Miſery he 

deſerv'd? How aſtoniſhing was his Grace and 
Love, that He ſhould fend his Son to ſuffer for 


> that our Sins, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſeſs, 

it fol· chat ſo an everlaſting Covenant might be efta- 

ar De- lind, and the Salvation of his People be fe- 
gn MN 


cur'd 2? 
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eur'd ? And what muſt be the Power, that over- 
came the many Obſtacles in our Way to Happi- 
neſs that conquer'd Death, and open'd Heaven 
to us? And in particular, as to er, what 
Reaſon have we to be thankful, that Go p has cal- 
led us to Salvation by the Gift of his Grace, and 
the Knowledge of JESUS CRRIS T? Huw ſhould 
our Quality as Chriſtians, ſtir us up to Gratitude? 
For, that we are brought into the Boſom of 
the Church, and Gop has choſen to inſtruct us 
in the Things that concern our Peace, is cer- 
ainly a Choice that was purely gratuitous, to 
which we had not any way contributed our- 
ſelves, © While there are many Nations living 
ce without Gor, and without Hope in the 
cc World; while numberleſs Heathen Countries 
«© are buried in deadly Darknels ; and while 
ce great Part of the World is overrun with Fi 
c or Mahometan Superſtition ; what have I done 

c O Lox, that Thou ſhouldit bring me out of 
« Darkneſs into Thy marvellous Light, that 
«© Thou ſhouldſt call me to Thy Kingdom and 
« Thy Glory, and diſcover the Riches of Th 
« Grace to my Soul! What numberleſs Blel- 
ſings may the Believer {ce included in this one 
of - Chriſftiazity? How many Benefits united, 
how many Motives that call for our Gratitude! 
 Hereby are we made Children of Gop, Brethren 
and Co-heirs of CHRIST, and living Temple 
of the HoL Y GRHOSTH; For, know ye not thit 
Jour Body c the Temple of the HoL y GrosT ?*And 
are not theſe great and valuable Benefits, are 
they not noble and illuſtrious Alliances, and 
which engage us conſequently to teſtify an ex- 
traordinary Thankfulneſs? Doſt thou not know, 
Chriſtian, wnat Returns theſe admirable Fa. 
yours, theſe glorious Alliances call for? Hal 

”: mo 


* x Cor. yi. 19. 
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thou well conſider d the Nobleneſs of the ſecond 
Birth, and what an height of Honour thou art 
advanced to, by being made an adopted Child 
of the r „a precious Member of the So vy, 
and a living Temple of the Hot GHOST? What 
an inexhauſtible Source of Glory, of Privileges, 
and Advantages is here? If you make but the 
leaſt Reflection 20 it, muſt you not neceſſari- 


Na this Conſequence from hence, that you 


uld always keep, a watchful Guard, leaſt you 


ſhould ſtain the Glory of theſe Privileges with 


a baſe Ingratitude, and that your Soul ſhould al- 
ways at the Remembrance of them overflow with 
thankful Acknowledgments to your Great Bene- 
factor? How ſhould the Memory of a dying 
Saviour always be preſent to your Mind? and 
how ſhould you be conſtantly devoted to his 


| Service? We read 1n the eighth Chapter of the 


Book of Judges, that the Iſraelites having been 
dehver'd from the cruel Slavery of the Midia- 


| vites by the Valour of Gideon, choſe him with 


one Voice for their Prince, and ſaid unto him, 
Rule thou over us, both thou, and thy Son, for thou 


| baſt deliver'd us from the Hand of Midian;“ « We 


© will not hereafter acknowledge any other 
* Prince, nor any other Maſter, than him 


| © who has ſo gloriouſly freed us from the Po- 


* wer of our Enemies; thou haſt gain'd us for 
* ever to thyſelf and thy Poſterity, and by de- 


| © hvering us from the Midianites haſt made us 


* thy own Subjects and Servants,” And may 
we not learn from hence thoſe Sentiments of 
Gratitude, which the glorious Work of our 
Redemption ſhould inſpire us withall ? They 
which live, ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, 
but unto him which died for them, F © Oh bleſſed 
* Saviour we will not own any other Maſter, 
any other Sovereign but thee; thou haſt 

| 95 brought 
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& brought us under thy Dominion for ever, 

cc and nothing ſhall hereafter be capable to 
te draw us from thy Service; Rule thou over ws, 

6c for thou haſt deliver'd us from the Hand of the 

cc Devil,” Oh my Gop! Jrsvs CRRIST, 


Son of the living Go p! infinite Fountain of 
Grace and Mercy ! who is it that can atten- 


tively confider, and reflect with ſerious Medi- 
tation on all that thou haſt done for our Sal- 


vation, without being fill'd with the moſt ar- 
dent Love, and breaking forth into a thouſand 
Actions of Gratitude ? Thou haſt follow'd us 
with thy Kindneſs, when we were Enemies 
unto thee ; thou haſt ſought afrer us, when we 
fled from thee; thou haſt ſhewn the moſt ſin- 
cere Affection to our Souls, when we were fil- 
led with ſhameful Indifference to thee : And 
even when we declar'd open War againſt thee, 
thou haſt labour'd to reconcile us to thy Fa- 
ther. Thou haſt deſcended from Heaven up- 
on this Deſign, and inſtead of the Glory and 
Bleſſedneſs thou didſt enjoy above, haſt taken 
upon thee Miſeries, Sorrows, and Re proaches; 
altogether rich as thou waſt in thyſelf, thou 
waſt pleas d to be born among the pooreſt of 
Men; and having undergone a thouſand Per- 
ſecutions during the Courſe of thy Life here on 
Earth, didſt willingly ſubmit at laſt to die as 2 
Malefactor the curſed Death of the Croſs. 
Oh, if we may not be call'd to teſtify our Gra- 
titude by ſuffering for thy Sake, at leaſt let us 
ſpend our Lives in praiſing and adoring thy 
Name who haſt done and ſuffer'd ſuch great 
Things for us! But now further, 
3. Tur Goodneſs and Power of Gop are 
eminently to be ſeen in the wonderful Appea- 
rances he has made for his Church and People. 
We eaſily might bring ſurprizing Inſtances 
3 © | through 


o 


[ 27 ] 
through all the Ages of the World of Go p's 
appearing for his Yeople, and working out De- 
lirerance for them in the moſt deſperate Extre- 
mities, when all their Hopes have fail'd them. 
We might mention the Wonders of his Mercy 
to Irael, when by his Power he brought them 
out of Egypt, and led them through the Wilder- 


neſs to the promis d Land. We might tell of 


the Wonders he wrought, when be turned again 
the Captivity of Zion, and ſo ſurpriz'd them with 
a Deliverance, that the) were like them that 
dream. We might tell of his wonderful Works. 
at the firſt ſpreading of the Goſpel in the Con- 
verſion of the Gen:iles, and the preſerving of 
his Church through all the Perſecutions that 
it under went. We might tell how wonderfully 
he appear'd at the Reformation, diſperſing the 
Darkneſs of Fopery, and utterly defeating all the 
Oppoſition that the Man of Sin could make a- 
gainſt his Church and People. But though in 
theſe, and many other Inſtances, the Goodneſs 
and the Power of Go p were plainly evident 
and conſpicuous; yet I would rather chuſe to 
turn your Thoughts at preſent to the Appear- 
ances that Go o has made in later Times for 
us in theſe Nations. Ir 
AN b ſurely we muſt all confeſs, that very 
eminently d.d the Goodneſs and the Power of 
Go p appear in the Happy Revolution; which 
as it leads us to the Mereies of the preſent Day, 
ſo we may well conſider it as a Morive to our 
Gratitude, When our Enemies thought they 
had ſwallow'd us up, and there was hardly any 
Room for a Deliverance, when all our Liber- 
ties were in the utmoſt Danger, and our Reli- 
gion openiy {truck at; then Go p appear'd, 
and by his Power wrought Salvation tor us. 


He made the Spirits of our Enemies ta fail 


* 3% HS them, 
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L284 
them, à ſudden Terror fell upon them, and 
all the dark Deſigns of fapery were at once de- 
feated, by ſettung ot that glorious Prince, 
King WII ILIAM on the Throne; a Prince, 
whoſe Memory will be always dear to every 
Proteftant, regarding him as the happy Inſtru- 
ment, not only of ſecuring both our Religious 
and our Civil Liberties at the Time of the Re- 
VOLUTION, but of providing for our laſting 
Peace and Happineſs by taking Care to ſettle 
the Succeſſion in that Iiuſftrious Houſe, the happy 
Bleſlings of whoſe Reign we are now rejoycing 
in. 1 i © l 
Ap this now leads us to the more imme- 
diate Conſideration of the Deliverance of the 
preſent Day; a Day, remarkably diſtinguiſh'd by 
a wonderful Appearance both of the Goodnels 
and the Power of GoD; a Day, that ever 
ſhould be honour'd by every one that loves the 
happy Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms, and 
which eſpecialiy we that are Proteſtant Diſſenters 

have Reaſon ever to remember. For on this 
Day it was, our Enemies deſign'd to have 
work'd our Ruin, having fix d it as the Day, 
on which they would have ,h Iniquity by 
Law; (for all of you muſt. needs remember, 
that it was upon the Firſ# of Angaſt, that what 
is call'd the Schiſn-Aet was to have taken Place, 
of which I need not tell you what would have 
been the wretched Coftfequences ;) but on this 
very Day-an End was pur at once to their De- 
ſigns, and all their Theughts were made to periſh: 
do that the Day they nad fix'd upon to make 
remarkable for our Ruin, was happily made 
remarkable for our Deliverance. Io think up- 
on the diſmal Scene before it, when we could 
look for nothing but Deſtruction ; to think 


upon che Danger we were in of having all our Wha 
_ Liberties 


L 29 ] 


Liberties wreſted from us, aftet they had been 
violated in a conſiderable Part already; to think 


upon the inſulting Carriage and Hopes of our 
Enemies, and the juſt Uneaſineſs and Fears of 


our Friends; muſt ſurely fill our Hearts with 


and Admiration at the Deliverance we ob- 
tain'd by the Accs sio x of a Prince, by whom 


the Hopes of all our Enemies were daſh'd at 
once, the Schemes they had form'd were broken, 


and the Sueceſſion they were aiming to have ſet a- 
ſide took Place. In him our Hopes reviv'd, and 
they were fully anſwer d; for in the late King 


GEORGE, of glorious Memory, we enjoy'd a 
prince who was the Common Father of his Peo- 
ple, and the Protector of our Liberties ;endow'd 


with every Royal Vertue, and wonderfully fit- 


ted to command Reſpect and Love. In him as 


under him; till it pleas d the King of Kings to 
remove him. And bleſſed be that GOP, by 
whom Kings ttign, that the ſurprizing Loſs, 
which we muſt ſurely own is vaſtly great, is 
not irreparable: But that in Georce II. we 
have a Prince, that ſhews the ſame Attention 


the ſame Prudence and Zeal in the Manage- 
ment of Publick Affairs. Under him, as be- 


boved by his People, and endow'd with ſo many 


glorious Vertues; join'd with his Royal Conſort, 
a Princeſs form'd to make a People happy, 
what Bleflings may we not expect, if we are 


not wanting to ourſelyes? And what abun- 


dant Reaſon have we itill to commemorate with 
Thankfulneſs that glorious Day, which rais'd 
the BRUNSwICR 0 the Britiſh Throne? 
hat Cauſe have we to expreſs our N 
or 


our Deliverer we rejoic'd, and happily enjoy d 
the Fruits of a wiſe and prudent Adminiſtration 


to the Peace and Welfare of his People, the 
lame Regard to our Religion and Liberties, 
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Bleſſings may be from hence tranſmitted to Po- 


ANCE them ourſelves, and to declare and 
t 


of Love, and Acts of Obedience, and the mo 
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for the continu'd Mercics, that we ourſelves de- 
rive from that auſpicious Day? And how many 


ſterity under the Wy Branches of that Royal 
Houſe ? Ob that Men would praiſe the Lo R D for 
bis Goodneſs, and for his wonderful Works to the Chil- 
dren of Men! I now ſhould goon 
III. Too conſider the Obligation we are un- 
der to a continual Gratitude: But this appears 
ſo evident from the Account that 1 have given 
you of the wonderful Works of Go p, that ve. 
y lictle more need to be ſaid concerning it. 
ou cannot but be ſenſible, that to praiſe the 
LoxD in general, is to own his Excellence, his 
Virtues, and his Benefits; tis to adnure and ac- 


publiſh them to others; tis to make mention 
of the Wonders He has wrought, and to exalt 
and magnity tas infinite Perfections. his Pow- 
er, his Wiſdom and his Goodneſs: Tis to give 
Him the Glory that is due unto his Name, and 
to expreſs cur Gratitude by all the Sentiment 


fervent Praiſes we are capable of offering. And 
it is eaſy to perceive this is a Duty every Cres. 
ture owes to Go o, and the performing it wil 
very much redound to our Advantage; ſo that 
tis our Intereſt as well as our Duty to praiſe tit 
Lok D for his Goodneſs, and for hu wonderful Work 
to the Children of Men. | I 4 
1, To praiſe the Lo»D, is the Duty of eve- 
ry Reaſonable Creature to his Creator and h 
Benefactor; a Duty that is continually recom- 
mended in the Word of Go p, and has been al 
ways practic'd by his People; a Duty, that it l 
impoſſible Religion ever ſhould ſubſiſt without, 
a Duty that extends its Obligation to the Blel 
ſed Regions above, and there continually a 
p10y® 


for He 


[ 31 ] 
sde- Wl ploys the glorious Angels, and the Spirits of 
any WW the Juſt made perfect. What therefore can be 
Po- more incumbent on us here on Earth, and what 
Royal more noble Buſineſs can we engage in? Tis 
D 45 this that raiſes us above all Second Cauſes, and 
Cl. chat directs our Views to the FIR Mover, of 
| hom, and through whom,and to whom are all Things, 


e un- BW, whom be Glory for ever, Amen. Let us acknow- 
pears ¶ ledge then the Go p of all our Mercies; let us 
Ben regard his Hand in every Thing; and if our 
at Ve- 


[Benefits are flowing like a Stream, let them di- 
rect and lead us up to that infinite Goodneſs 
and adorable Power, which is the Spring and 
Fountain that they flow from. It is his Wiſdom 
chat has defeated all the dark Deſigns of our E- 
nemies; it is his Goodneſs that has fav'd us from 
che Brink of Ruin; it is his Power that has 


ng it. 
iſe the 
e, his 
nd ac- 
e and 
ention 
) exalt 


; PoW- me wonderful Event, which we this Day re- 
to gil. member : Oh, let us praiſe the LoR D for has Good- 
ie, and neſs, and for the wonderful Works He has wrought 
ment in our Behalf. | 


e mal 2. To praiſe the Lox p, not only is our Du- 


;. And Bir but our Intereſt, and very much will prove to 
7 Cret- eur Advantage, For while Ingratitude pro- 
z it Wil Nyokes the Lok p, even to take away the Mer- 
ſo that cies He has already given us, and to with-hold 
_ * his Benefits for the future; by a continual Gra- 
ub Mol 


titude we may perpetuate his Favours, and ſtill 


Ae procure new Inſtances of Mercy from Him; 
Or ee 


and his 
recom- 
been al 
that it l 
without, 
the Biel- 
ally em” 

ploy? 


proye the firſt. 1 

Le r us be therefore offering up our Praiſes 
ith the utmoſt Fervency to Gop; let all our 
rowers be engaged in the Work; let Grati- 


ur Words and Actions. 
n Let 


Rom. xi. 36. 


wrought Deliverance for us, and brought about | 


or He will give new Talents to thoſe who im- 


ude fill our Thoughts, and ſhew itſelf both in 
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Let Gratitude: fil our Hearts; let it affect our 

Souls, and fill us with a grateful enſe of the a- 
bundant Goodnels of our Gp; Let us regard 
the wonderful Operation of bs Hands : Let us ad- 
mare the glorious Perfections that are conſpi- 
cuous in it; and let our Memories always re- 
tain a Senſe of his Benefits. And then, 

From the Abundance of our Hearts, let our Mouth, 
ſpeak; for an affected Heart, will certainly pro- 
— a ſpeaking Tongue. Let us declare to 
others the wonderful Works that He bas 
wrought, and li his Praiſe be continually in ou; 
Moutbs . And finally, | _ 

Let à continual Gratitude appear in aur Lives; let 
the Sincerity of our Praiſe appear in all our Ac- 
tions, by the Amendment of our Lives, and our 
Obedience to his Will. Let his Goodneſs lead us 10 
Ropentance, and fill us with a Zeal for his Glory, 
that we may be devoted wholly: to his Service, 
to honour him with our Subſtance, and to improve 
the Benefits he has beſtow'd upon us to the ad- 
vancing of his Intereſt. Eſpecially let us take 

Care, that our-Rejoycing may be pure and 

humble; let ut rejoice with Fembling. 1 Let not 
. carnal Pride or vain Preſumption, let not 2. 
foohſh worldly Joy come in, and ſpoil out 
Praiſes ; Let us avoid that Laughter, which i: 
mad, and that unprofitable Mirth, of which it 
may be ſaid, What does it? Let us not give way 
to any Criminal Exceſs, and having begun in ibe 
Spirit, let us not end in the Fleſh, Let all our 
Actions be agreeable to a pure and undefiled Reli. 
gion, and thus 8 here will end in 
eternal Halleluj als hereafter. | 
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